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Church by baptiam. The seem 
tony attention. 
hly appreciate the valuable 
instructions that we receive from the 
MILLENNIAL STAR, and are trying to 


diffuse the same spirit amor 12 
Saints. We have a corps o 
missionaries to go from — to 
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nagen, that those to whom they mini- 
ster may be made acquainted with the 
principles of the Gospel, as well as to 
invite the nb ＋ ple to our meetings. We 
have found this method to have the 
desired effect, , 
Brother i in the Gospel, 


1 N. WILHELMSEN. 


house, from family to family, in 


DISTRICT. 


— 


‘MEETING 


A district meeting was held at 
Atherton (Manchester Conference), on 
Sunday, January 25th, 1880. 

Elders present from Utah, Wm. 
Budge, President of the European 
Mission ; John Nicholson, from the 
MILLENNIAL Star Office: J 
der, President of, and Henry Mar 

getts, J. A. Reece and O. F. Hunter, 
in the Manchester 
Conference; also L. R. Martineau; 
traveling elder in the. Livery ol Con- 
ference. 

Services commenced at 10.30 a. m. 


Singing. | ider by Elder H. Mar- 
getts. ing. 
Bolton ranch was reported by 


being 


2 
_ Singing. by Elder 


| e 1 was administered by 
rors James Bury and Geo. Parting- 

Elder Margetts spoke upon the 
- | condition of mind a person should be 
in to enable him to partake worthily 
of the sacrament, having no hardness 
of heart toward any of his fellow-men 
etc... He testified to the general good 


: qualities, exhibited by the Saints in 


and, bore testimony to the res- 

toration of the Gospel in these days. 
Elder Nicholson spoke on the organ- 
ization of the Church inaugurated by 
Christ.anciently, and the 8 


N The ment of the same system in age, 
of the district having | through the of J osep 
been re at a — lately Smith, the prophet. 

held. — nester, re ntations Singing. Benediction by Elder 0 


from them were not called for. 
Elder Reece’ made some encourag- 
remarks, and exhorted the Saints 


Sey had He took great | 


in and rejoiced 
that he was a servant of the Most 


resident John Rider addressed the 
: — ip in an instructiv manner. 
other matters he the 
ase tracts and engage 
them from house to 


— otherwise warn their fellow- | | 


men. 


‘the 
Ga to neighbors. 
Singing. Benediction by Elder H. 
Margetts. 


cht at knowledge | Si 


— 


F. Hunter. 


in 

— Martineau apoks on the 
ing forth and rise and progress of the 
Church of Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, as revealed from heaven in 
these last days, and hore testimony. to 
its divine 8 

Elder O unter said be 


was thankful for the privil 
preaching the only true wid 

could bear. testimony that God 
had established his Church for the 
—— that —— were 
edged o ey were baptize 
ra by, those that had authority to ad- 
minister the same. 

President Budge delivered an in- 
‘structive discourse on the first princi- 
vie of the Gospel of Christ. 

15 Singing. Benediction by Elder 
Nicholson. 


Oscar F. HUNTER, Clerk. 


n. 
| Reece, 
| 
| 
ions, adviaing the. Ss 
by example ar 
cept ; and do all they can to sp 
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— — en, 
ANGRY WORDS, 


7700 ore by anger stirred 
Oft are rent. past human 
| 


Ma the heart’s best impulse Ses 

Check them ore they, 
Lore is and bi it 151 


| pee life are bro en 


1 


7 


Sprice.—In the 17th W t Lak City, et 

OsPHin.—At Round Valley, Morgen County, — 98th, 


on the from diseased ear Ol 

land. — Apr 4801 an — 10 1844 Non. 
RICKARDS.—At vo City, Utah, of Asthma, December 30th; 1879, 

Rickards: Deceased w wae be June. 28th, Staverton, .Engla d 5 baptised 

Wales, 1846.— 
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• 
| — Ps Of care TOW, : 
Bitter poisou drops are they, . 
| | Weaving for the coming morrow : 

For a moment’s reckless folly 
Thus to desolate and mar... | | 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“ For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom 


against kingdom ; and 


there shall be earth s in divers places, and there shall be famines and 
troubles ; these are the beginnings of sorrows.” MARK Xili, 8. 
No, 7, Vol. XLII. Monday, February 16, 1880. Price One Penny. 
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THE ALMA FAMILY. 
(A Book of Mormon Sketch ). 
BY ELDER GEO. REYNOLDS. 


fr 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 84.] 
We pass over the next few years of | brought before these officers, he con- 


Alma’s life, during which period he 
was laboring with usual zeal and 
devotion, to the latter portion of the 
seventeenth year of. the judges (B.C. 
75). It was then that Korihor, the 
anti-Christ, appeared. His pernicious 
doctrines savor much of certain classes 
of modern religious delusion, but his 
main ents were directed against 
the advent and atonement of the Re- 
deemer. From land to land he jour- 
neyed amongst the Nephites, spread- 
ing his false theories and notions. 
But as he claimed that as he taught 
so he believed, the law could not 
touch him, for it was strictly forbid- 
den in the N N criminal code that 
any one should be punished on ac- 

count of his belief; freedom of con- 
science was guaranteed to all. At 
last, not knowing what to do with 


him, as he was fomenting dissension 
and endangering the peace of the voy 


munity, the local officers sent him 


Alma ‘and the chief ju for the 


it were in the ju 


tinued, with great swelling words of 
blasphemy, to ridicule the holy prin- 
ciples of the Gospel, and to revile the 
servants of God, falsely accusing 
them, among other things, of glutting 
themselves out of the labors of the 
people. In Alma’s answer to this 
charge we have a pleasing insight into 
his private life. He said: Thou 
knowest that we do not glut ourselves 
upon the labors of this people, for 
behold, I have labored even from the 
commencement of the reign of the 


judges until now, with mine own 


ands for my support, notwithstand- 
ing my many travels round about the 
land to oom I word standing 
my people; and notwit i e 
many . I have performed in the 
Church, I have not so much as re- 
ceived even one senine for my labor; 
neither has any of my b save 
ent seat, and then 
rding to 


we have received only accoi 


law for our time.” 


Korihor continued to withstand the 


— 
ę — —— — — ꝗ ́—Aͤ̃Z y—ꝛſi — Z—2—½—- — 
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rophet. He argued against the ex- 
Aistence of the Father and the comin 
of His Only Begotten. Alma accuse 
him of arguing against his convictio 
but this he strenuously denied, an 
clamored for a sign to be given, as he 
pretended, that he might be convinced. 
Alma at length wearied by his impious 
importunities, told him that God, as a 
sign, would smite him dumb. This 
terrible warning, though it caused the 
pretender some uneasiness, only re- 
sulted in an attempt at prevarication 
on his part. He said: “I do not 
deny the existence of a God, but I do 
not believe there is a God; and I say 
also, that ye do not know that there 
is a God; and except ye show mea 
sign 1 will not believe.” Then Alma 
answered: “This will I give unto 
thee for a sign, that thou shalt be 
struck dumb according to my words; 
and I say that, in the name of God 
ye shall be struck dumb, that * sha 
no more have utterance.” orihor 
received his sign; Alma’s words were 
fulfilled ; the sign-seeker never more 
spoke on earth. When the hand of 
e Lord fell on him he recanted ; by 
writing, as he could not speak, he con- 
fessed the power of God, and acknow- 
ledged that he had been led astray by 
Satan, who had come to him in the 


form of an angel of light. He begged 
that the curse might be removed, but 
Alma, well knowing the baseness of 
his heart, refused to intercede before 
in his when re- 
stored to speech he would again strive 
to mislead the people. And he was 
cast out from the face of society, a 
wanderer and a vagabond, 
from door to door for bread to sustain 
life. Whilst thus dragging out a 
miserable existence, he was run over 
and trodden to death in a city of the 
Zoramites. Thus died Korihor, and 
with him died his influence and his 


teachings. 

The Zoramites were a dangerous 
body of dissenters, whose heresy dif- 
fered somewhat from that of Korihor, 
though they 8 that there 
should be no Christ. ey deluded 
themselves with the idea that they 
uliar objects of Heaven 8 


ere the pec 
avor, born to be saved, predestined 


to eternal glory, whilst the rest of the 
world were the rejected, the fore- 


— 


some of 
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ordained damned. This consolable 
ed, was rapi wing an inin 
influence t Sof Korihor'’s | 
death, and became the next object of 
Alma’s ever watchful care. Accom- 
panied by Amulek, Zeezrom, three of 
the sons of * osiah, and two of 
his own sons, he went over to the 
regions inhabited by these apostates. 
This mission was one of the most im- 
portant of his life, and, like that to 
Ammonihah, was but partially suc- 
cessful. As soon as Alma discovered 
the gross iniquity of this people, and 
the peculiarities of their forms of 
worship, he held a council meetin 
with his fellow-missionaries, an 
having prayed fervently to the Lord, 
he clapped his hands upon all who 
were with him. And, behold, as he 
clapped his hands 8 them, they 
were filled with the Holy Ghost. And 
after that, they did separate them- 
selves one from another; taking no 
thought for themselves what they 
should eat, or what they should * 
or what they should put on.“ An 
in all these things the Lord provided 
iligently; they visited the people in 
preached in their 
synagogues; they proclaimed the 
truth in their streets; but the plea- 
sing errors of their false faith had so 
thoroughly taken. possession of them 
that they rejected the truth, and per- 
secuted and even attempted to slay 
Alma’s companions. How- 
ever, this rejection was not universal : 
a number of the poorer and more 
humble Zoramites accepted yy vie 
essage, in consequence of w 
the were shortly after driven from 
their homes and out of their country 
by, their more numerous, more influ- 
ential, and also more corrupt fellow- 
citizens. To this mission we are in- 
debted for some of the most powerful 
doctrinal discourses recorded in the 


Book of Mormon. 
When Alma and his associates had 
done all the that seemed to 


them practicable, they retired to the 
land of Jershon, where the Ammon- 
ites dwelt, whither the believi 

Zoramites followed: when they were 
expatriated by their fellow-coun 10 
men. In Jershon they were kindly 


> 
’ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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received by its inhähpitants and wel- 


oomed as brethren.’ Here Alma 
administered to them. Having done 
this, he and most iat his co-laborers 


returned to Zarahemla. | 
Alma was now growing old. Not- 
withstanding his increasing efforts 
and fervent prayers, the Nephites 
were again back-sliding into iniquity. 
every, city, and to every 
ephite lan t 
revive the Gospel fires in their vacil- 
lating souls; but many became offend- 
ed because of the strictness of the 
Gospel’s laws, which forbade not only 
sin itself, but the very appearance of 
sin. As this feeling grew, Alma’s 
heart became exceedingly sorrowful— 
he 9 for the depravity of his 
people. 
Pen when they felt that their 
mortal career was drawing to its close, 
he called his sons to him, and gave 
them his last charge and father’s 
blessing, to each as the spirit of in- 
truction and prophecy inspired. To 
Heleman, his eldest, he transferred 
the 20 of the sacred plates, with 
many words of warning and caution 
regarding them. With hearts strength- 
ened and renewed by the ‘inspiration 
of his fervent admonitions, his sons 
went forth — the people; nor 
could Alma himself rest whilst there 
was a soul to save or a wrong to make 
ht. He also went forth once again, 
1 the go t of his exalted calling, an 
raised his voice in advocacy of the 
principles of life everlasting. 
Another bloody war now com- 
menced, one that, before its close, 
drew out the whole strength of both 
Nephite and Lamanite. The youth- 
| fal, but brilliant and God-fearin 
Moroni, took charge of the armies o 
Nephi. He, not willing to trust his 
own powers, sent to Alma for his 
divine word to direct his movements. 
As was his wont, the high priest was 
favored with the revelation of Hea- 
Lens will, which, being conveyed to 
Moroni, was in faith implicitly fol- 
owed. We need not enter into the 
details of the terrible battle that en- 
Su 


27 


of this battle the record of Alma closes. 


„It was in the nineteenth year of 


the judges (B.C. 73), that Alma took 


| having discovered, “through 
an 


he went or sent, to 


Like many of the ancient 


; victory crowned the inspired | | 
general's efforts, and with the account | 
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his beloved son, Heleman, and after 

questions, the strengt integrity 
of his faith, he prophesied to him of 
many important events im the distant 
future, especially with regan 1 the 
destruction of the Nephites“ This 
N commanded him'to record: 
on the plates, but not to reveal. to his 
contemporaries. Alma then blessed 
Heleman, also his other sons ; indeed 
he blessed ‘all who should stand firm 
in the-truth of Christ from that time 
forth: Shortly after this he departed 
out of the land of Zarahemla, as if to 
go to the land of Melek, and was 
never heard of more. Of his death 
and burial no men were witnesses. 
Then the vi abroad through- 
out the Church that the Lord had 
taken him, as he beforetime had taken 
Moses. This event occurred exactly 
one hundred years from the time of 
the elder Alma’s birth. 

The prophecies of Alma are amongst 
the most numerous, important and 
N of any contained in the 
Book of Mormon. They relate chiefly 
to five : 

(a) 1. The coming of the Messiah. 
) 2. The destruction of Ammoni- 


(c) 3. The ultimate extinction of 


the Nephites. 
(d) 4. The future work and history 


of the Sacred Plates. 
(e) 5. The conversion of the La- 
* 


manites. 
„By placing side by side the teach- 
ings and the prophecies, of a, we 
can measurably understand how 
thoroughly the ancient Nephite 
urch was taught in the principles 
of the everlasting Gospel, and with 
what. minuteness the events attending 
the advent and incarnation of the 
Savior had to them been re 
The nature of His mission, and of the 
glorious work He was to accomp 
bernacled in the flesh, W 


whilst 
necessarily the primary and principal 
subject of these wut con- 


nected therewith were many details 


= 
a) Book of Mormon (new edition), page 
240, 253, 260, 335, 351, 362. 
„ 
é) 75 9 259. 
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regarding His earthly life and sur- 
soundings. They foretold the place 
of His birth—the land of Jerusalem— 
the name of His mother—Mary—a 
i @ precious and chosen vess 

ould conceive by the power o 


who 

the Holy Ghost; they showed forth 
pain 
take 


that He should suffer affliction 
and temptation ; that He should 
upon Him the infirmities of humanity, 
so that He might teously judge 
the erring sons and daughters of 
mankind. Further, these prophecies 
roclaimed that He sho d the 
Fret fruits of the resurrection, and 
turn the keys thereof to all the world. 
We extract the following from the 
prophecies of Alma : 
come; yea, the Son, the only begot- 
ten of the Father, full of grace and 
mercy and truth. And behold, it is 
he that cometh to take away the sins 


of the world ; the sins of eve 
man who steadlast y believeth in his 
name. | 


“T say unto you that the Spirit 
saith, Behold the glory of the Kin 
of all the earth, and also the King o 
heaven, shall very soon shine forth 
among all the children of men. 

_ “ Behold he shall be born of Mary 
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| 


if ye persist in 


Christ; Behold, he bringeth to pass. 
the resurrection of the dead. 3 
“Begin to believe in the Son of 
God, that he will come to redeem his 
3 and that he shall suffer and 
e 8 rise again from the : 
which shall bring to pass the resur- 
rection, that all men shall stand before 
him, to be judged at the last and 
jud ent day according to their 
wor 
We next turn to Alma’s = 
to the people of Ammoniha He 
8 y told them what would 
befall them if they did not reform, 
No language could be plainer than 
his. For instance: | 
He [God] has commanded you to 
repent, or he will utterly destroy you 
from off the face of the earth ; Yea, 
he will visit you in his anger, and in 
his fierce anger he will not turn away.” 


And : 

But behold, I say unto you that 
our wickedness, that 
your days s not be prolonged in 
the land, for the Lamanites shall be 
sent upon you ; and if ye repent not, 
they shall come in a time when ye 
know not of ; and ye shall be visi 
with utter destruction ; and it sh 
be according to the fierce anger of the 


at Jerusalem, which is the land of our pee 


forefathe e being a virgin, a pre- 
cious * vessel, who chall be 
overshadowed and conceive by the 


— of the Holy Gh and bring 
orth a son, yea, even the Son of God. 


And he shall go forth suffering 
pains and afflictions and temptations 
of every kind; and this that the word 
ight be fulfilled which saith, He 
shall take upon him the pains and 
sicknesses of his people. 
And he will take upon him death, 
that he may loose the bands of death 
which bind his people; and he will 
take upon him their infirmities, that 
his bowels may be filled with mercy, 
according to the flesh, that he may 
know according to the flesh how to 
people according to their 
es. 
There is no resurrection, or I 
would say in other words that this 
mortal does not — on immortality, 
this corruption does not put on in- 
corruption, until after the coming of 


How fully, how completely, how 
minutely these inspired words were 
fulfilled, we have already shown in 
this sketch. 
With regard to the ultimate ex- 
tinction of the N — race, Alma’s 
words are most plain; no prophecy 
was ever more definitely stated, no 
prophecy was ever more overwhelm- 
ingly brought to pass. His words are: 
‘Behold, I perceive that this very 
people, the Nephites, according to the 
spirit of revelation which is in ge 
four hundred years from the time that 
Jesus Christ shall. manifest himself 
unto them, shall dwindle in unbelief. 
Yea, and then shall they see wars 
and pestilences, yea, famines and 
ere pre. even until the people of 
become extinet. 
_ “Yea, and this because they shall 
dwindle in unbelief, and fall into the 
works of darkness, and lasciviousness, 
and all manner of iniquities ; yea, 
say unto you, that because they shall 
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zin against so great light and know- 


ledge ; yea, I say unto you, that from 
that day, even the fourth generation 

not all pass away,*before this 
great iniquity shall come. 
And when that great 
behold, the time very soon com 
that those who are now, or the seed 
among the people of Nephi, shall no 
of Nephi. 
But whosoever remaineth, and is 
not destroyed in that great and dread- 
ful day, shall be numbered among 


the Lamanites, and shall become like | 


unto them, all, save it be a few, who 
shall be called the disciples of the 
Lord ; and them shall the Lamanites 
“pursue, even until they shall become 
extinct. And now, because of iniquity, 
this prophecy shall be fulfilled.” 
And fulfilled it was, as every reader 
‘of the Book of Mormon knows, in all 
‘its terrible, heart-rending details, to 
‘the yery letter. To trace its accom- 
plishment would occupy too much 
space here ; all who wish to, can read 
its horrors in the sacred record. 
Amongst the words of caution and 
“Instruction dag by Alma to his son 
Heleman, when he transferred to the 
latter the custody of the sacred plates, 
‘are to be found certain prophetic 
utterances in relation thereto. For 
‘the details we refer our readers to 
Page 344 of the Book of Mormon (new 
edition), as without the context they 
would probably not be understood. 
Alma, by the Holy Spirit of revela- 
tion, had joyous views given him of 
the future conversion of the Laman- 
‘ ites, as well as their continuation on 
-the earth after the seed of Nephi had 


been swept from its face. He told the |, 
Fby striking his 


corrupt people of Ammonihah : 
For there are many promises 
which are extended to the Lamanites: 
‘for it is because of the traditions of 


[To BE CO 


day cometh, | k tin 
eth | will be brought to believe in his wo 


101 


their fathers that causes them to re- 
main in their state of ignorance ; 
therefore the Lord will be me 
unto 8 prolong their existence 

„And at some period of time the 


and to know of the incorrectness o 
the traditions of their fathers ; and 
— of them will be saved, for the 
Lord will be mereiful unto all who 
call on his name.“ = 

We will conclude our remarks on 
the prophecies of Alma with the fol- 
lowing extract : a 

„Thus saith the Lord God: Cursed 
shall be the land; yea, this land 
[America] unto every nation, kindred, 
tongue and people, unto destruction 
which do wickedly, when they are 
fully ripe, and as I have said so 
it be; for this is the cursing and bles- 
sing of the Lord upon the land, for 
the Lord will not look upon sin with 
the least d of allowance.” 

Three mighty races—the Ante- 
deluvian, the Jaredite, the Nephite— 
have already been destroyed for this 
cause ; how soon may we look for the 
fourth? Are not the shadows of this 
— event already darkening the 
an 

Before closing this imperfect sketch 
of Alma’s life and ministry, we draw 
power o wrought throug 
which, for the want of a better word, 
we, in our ignorance, call miracles : 

The destruction of the prison at 
Ammonihah, (B:C. 82). 

The heating of Zeezrom of a fever 
at Sidom, (B.C 82). 3 
The cursing of Korihor with dumb- 
ness at Zarahemla, (B.C. 75 

The confirming of the Holy Ghost, 
ands on his fellow- 
A to the Zoramites, (B. C. 
51 


The treasure-house of a man’s life is his heart ; and he who has — 
there is poverty-stricken, though he roll in gold; while he who has a 
deal there is rich, whether he has a roof over his head or not. 
ce more than two persons livi 
concession; it means mu 


Marriage implies somethi 


‘one roof. It.means mut 


a 


togethor under 
help: it means 


supreme loyalty to the combined interests of father, mother, and children; it 
means reverence for the ha or 
“happiness is dependent on 


ove. 


piness, and sympathy f 


the trials of those whose 


| 
| 
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THE GOSPEL AN ANTIDOTE. FOR THE 
| BY ELDER HUGH FINDLAY. 


The result of the first sin was a 
banishment from the presence of God 
and from a direct communion with 
Him. This spiritual death on 
the first man, and the defence of a 
Cherubim and ing sword guard 
the access to the tree of life, lest he 
should partake thereof and, in his 
-estrangement, live for ever. Neither 
he nor his seed were permitted to die, 
as ining to the temporal death 
until holy angels were commission 


to reveal the principle of the atone- 
for sin ; and the life 


ment, n 
and immortality to be developed 
through the Gospel. In the law of 
the atonement was the offering of 
Abel's lamb propitious, whilst the 
fruita of the ground in that of Cain, 
betraying unbelief, was not accepted. 
Those who, like Abel, demonstrate 
their faith by their works, are privi- 
ledged to have their names written in 
the book of life of the lamb slain 
(How the the world. 

. xl, & this atonement 
affects both body and spirit, so the 
‘obedience of each is required. Hence, 
“as the body without the spirit is 
dead, so faith without works is dead 
* 


(James ii, 
etern 


ursuance of a great and an 

pu the spirits of men are 
tabernacled in material bodies; and 
any hopes entertained of saving the 
one independent of the other are fal- 
lacious. — stem of religion that 
does not em the exaltation and 
immortality of both is not of God. 
The atonement of Christ not only 
broke down the middle wall of separa- 
‘tion between man and his God, but it 
demonstrated a hope that had lighted 
» the paths of patriarchs and pro- 
phets, “that they might obtain a 
tter resurrection” (Heb. xi, 35). 
The Redeemer returned not to his 
Father until he had proclaimed liberty 
to the imprisoned spirits of men, 
raised his own body from the tomb 
without seeing corruption, and opened 
the graves of many of the Saints as a 
retinue and first-fruits of those who 
had slept (Matt. xxvii, 52, 53), in evi- 


| 


ed | Christ shall all be made 


and 
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ILLS OF MAN. 


dence that, “as by man came death, 
by man had come also the resurrection 
from the dead; by which also his 
disciples gained the full assurance 
that as in Adam all die, even so in 
ive” (1 Cor. 
xv, * If spiritual death, or es 2 
ment from the source of life, resul 
from the transgression, a return to that 
life fountain must follow the reconcili- 
ation. If a separation of the spirit 
body with a return of the latter 
to native element, was effected by sin, 
the re-organization of the body, anda 
re-union of it with the spirit must be 
realized in the redemption ; otherwise 
the restoration would be incomplete. 
Does this argue that all will be pro- 
miscuously redeemed? So: far as 
little children and irresponsible beings 
are concerned, yes; but God ho 
mankind responsible for the light that 
is in them ; the conscience either ac- 
— or excusing. Also for the 
knowledge he reveals unto them 
through the Gospel, which is a system 
of revelation and refinement, prepar- 
ing its subjects for an exaltation and 
increase t will be without end. 
With an object nothing short of this 
did our Savior leave his Father’s 
house, become a partaker of man’s 
mortality, descend below all things, 
and return to the heavens again, lead- 
captivity captive ; there to reign 
he has subdued all rule, redeemed 
the earth from death’s thraldom, ex- 
alting to thrones therecn all such ‘a8 
have followed him in the regeneration, 
and endured unto the end. ese 
are they who have part in the first 
resurrection over whom the second 
death hath no power. 
So utterly astray is man from God 
that Jesus said, “No man knoweth 
who the Son is but the Father, and 
who the Father is but the Son, and he 
to whom the Son will reveal him.” 


(Matt. x, 22) How is it to day wi 
those who d continued 


tion? Their creeds represent 
be a being devoid of either body, 


to 
ing devoi arts 
or passions ; while the Bible re 


he made man in his own image; and 


— 
18 o-— ‘ 
| 
| 
| 
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that Jesus, in the flesh, was the very 


express i of his person (Heb. 1, 
3). As to * in place of that 
sublime oneness Jesus taught and 
rae for and which his immediate 
ollowers enjoyed, “one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism,” etc, we have 
multiplied mystical follies under the 
sacred name ; to fully attest the say- 
ing tha is no vision 

e people ns v. xxix, 18: 
— — ii, 5—12). The apostles 
declared that no man could say that 
Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy 
Ghost,” and that “the things of God 
knoweth no man but the Spirit of 
God.” Jesus himself taught a master 
in Israel that, “except a man be born 
—_ he cannot see the kingdom of 


At this point we introduce the first 
ordinances of the Gospel to the Bible 
believer, as the way of access to this 
knowl ; to the “children’s bread” 
and reconciliation to the Father’s 
house. Jesus unlocked this door, as 
in Jordan’s stream he passed through 
the rite of baptism, and was imbued 
with the Holy Ghost in manifest form, 
while the voice of the Father spake 
forth his approbation and required all 
men to hear his Son. Listen then to 
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this teacher, thus commissioned b 


the voice of God. “ Verily, verily, 
say unto thee, — a man be born 
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.” 
Reflect reader, on this requirement 
and com it with his own obedi- 
ence and you must be convinced of 
the necessity. of an absolute compli- 


ance, to the obtaining of the blessing. 


St. Paul, on this point, says to the 
Galatians, “For as many of you as 
were baptized into Christ have put 
on Christ,” etc. (Gal. a" 27—29 ; see 
also Rom. vi, 3—5.) St. Peter im- 
pressed this obedience by ~~ com- 
mandment and promise. e . 
“ Repent and be — every one o 

you in the name of Jesus Christ, for 
the remission of sins and ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost” 
(Acts ii, 38). This Holy Ghost which 
cometh from the Father being so essen- 
tial to our return to the amigas, «ho 
him, and to a reconciliation with him; 
being in us guiding and influencing to 
every good word and work; sanctify- 
ing the heart and purifying the body ; 
as a well within us, springing up to 
eternal life: who of the sons of men 
can afford to neglect so great a salva- 


tion! 


Do, not retail your troubles to your neighbor, for most likely he has more 


and worse troubles than 
them, and bear them with resignation. 


u have, but has the 


good sense to keep still about 


Keep the tongue from unkindness. Words are sometimes wounds not 


deep wounds always, and yet they irritate. Speech 
the heart; so much the worse that needless 


when there is no unkindness in 


is unkind sometimes 


wounds are inflicted, so much the worse that unintentionally pain is caused. 
„I WANT To FIND Pa rA. — Recently à lady was walking along the street, 


when she met a little 


was going. 


between sobs, of the child. 


“ His name is Papa, replied the innocent little thing.” what 
e lady; what does your mamma call him?” “She 
persisted the baby. The lady then took the little one by the 
hand and led her along, saying: You had bette 


other name?’ queried 


calls-him Papa 


ir], between two and three 
and crying bitterly. Taking her by the hand, the 
“Tm going through the town to find my — 

„What is your papa’s name!“ 


2 old, evidently lost 
ady asked her where she 
was the reply, 
asked the lady. 
“But what is his 


r come with me; I expect 


you came this way.” “Yes, but I don’t want to go back; I want to find my 
pape,” replied the little girl, crying afresh as if her heart would break. 
What do you want of your papa?” asked the lady. “I want to kiss him.” 
Just then a sister of the child came along, pr com, bee her, and led her away. 


From subsequent inquiries it appeared that the 
of, had recently died. In her lonesomeness and 


was so earnestly in search 


ttle one’s papa, whom she 


love for him she tired of waiting for him to come home, and had gone to find 
him, and greet him with the accustomed kiss | 


| 
* 
. 
— 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1880. 


SUGGESTIONS ON OPEN-AIR PREACHING. 
2 : 
Last week we devoted a portion of our editorial space to remarks upon the 
beginning of the out-door preaching labor of the opening season. The subject 
is one of great importance, and we desire the brethren to keep it steadily 
before them. Perhaps a few suggestions as to how a labor of this kind should 
be conducted may not be without profit. 

When the brethren sally forth to preach, their minds should a intent upon 
the performance of this duty. They should not be engaged upon any other 
subject, consequently the sites for holding services should be selected before- 
hand. Besides relieving the minds of the brethren upon this point, such an 
arrangement will prove a saving of time. The brethren residing in the 
localities where open-air preaching will be conducted, being familiar with the 
most elligible spots for holding meetings, should, under the direction of the 
presidents of branches, meet, deliberate and decide upon the most proper 
places. 

Some difficulty is occasionally experienced in getting a congregation 
together, and it is somewhat embarrassing for an elder to commence preaching 
to perhaps one solitary individual, or even three or four persons. This is 
where the Saints generally, including the sisters, can make themselves useful. 
People are as much attracted by musical exercises as anything else, and the 
Saints can gather around the brethren who are selected to speak, and join in 
the singing. They can also, by standing in a group in front of the preacher, 
form the nucleus of a congregation, as strangers are much more likely to 
gather up to a spot where others are already assembled, than to be the first to 
approach. Besides all this, the presence of the Saints, aiding the elders with 
their faith and prayers, is a source of strength and encouragement to them. 

The elders who proclaim this Gospel, which is the truth revealed from 
heaven, have much prejudice to meet. They are frequently confronted by 
people whose minds, because of ignorance as to the true character of the 
Saints and the doctrines they enunciate, are filled with bitterness. In con- 
sequence of this there is the more reason for the brethren acting and speak- 
ing cautiously and in wisdom, seeking to place themselves upon the best 
possible terms with their audiences. This object cannot be attained by 
making a fierce denunciatory onslaught upon the different creeds of the day, 
to one or other of which the listeners in all probability belong. Such a course 
tends to arouse in them an angry and combative spirit, which is utterly at 


* 
* 
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variance 5 a condition when the mind is susceptiable. to the reception of 
the truth. . It is especially advisable, even when the brethren necessarily 
refer, by way of comparison, to existing religious errors, not to name special 
sects, such as Roman Catholics, Methodists, Presbyterians, etc. We believe 
the brethren will agree with us when we take the position that we can 


- accomplish much more good, in every capacity, by carrying around with us 


the spirit of conciliation, so far as our intercourse with the people is con- 
cerned, than were we to exhibit an aggressive disposition. 
Too much care cannot be exercised by the elders in their preaching. In 


the performance of this duty they should always be sure of the ground upon 


which they are treading. A ‘preacher who goes upon uncertain ground, by 
advancing anything that he is unable to sustain, is like a person who ventures 
upon untried ice. He is not only in danger of slipping and falling, but of 


getting upon a weak spot, breaking through and being overwholmed in the 


water beneath. Or, to make an application of the figure, he is in danger of 
being confounded by those who may be awaiting an opportunity to overturn 
him. Let the elders preach what is in accord with the Scriptures. It is 
much better to be slow and correct in speaking, so far as the principles and 
ideas are concerned, than to be apparently fluent and liable to make mistakes. 
Preaching is strictly a mental operation, and is the most intensely so when 
the mind is lighted up by the Spirit of God, and should therefore be done 


with thoughtfulness and care. When quotations are made, they should be 


given as nearly correct as attainable, especially as regards the meaning or 
sense, if not in the exact language. If we are slovenly, irregular and incorrect 
in this regard, thinking people are apt to judge of us in other respects accord- 


ingly: For instance, if we, for want of due care, commit mistakes regarding 


matters that are apparent, when be bear testimony of the truth of the work 


of God thoughtful people will be-likely to suppose us liable to be in error in 


relation to that as well. 
Among the numerous gifts and graces of the Gospel, there appears to be 


none superior to the gift of wisdom. We may possess great knowledge of the 
designs and purposes of the Creator; we may be able to speak with new 


tongues ; we may have the gift of healing; we may possess great faith ; we 


may be able to discern the spirits that are abroad in the earth; we may be 
able, by the gift of God, to cast out devils ; but if we have not wisdom, we 


will be more or less defective in our operations as servants of the Most High. 
It is the special gift of heaven which enables the possessor to use aright every 
other power and grace with which a kind Father has blessed him. It Is the 


- rudder without which the ship is tossed about by fitful winds on the ocean 
of life. Wisdom is susceptible of cultivation in the individual, and it is the 


duty of every servant of God to seek for an increase of this inestimable gift, 


by faith and prayer; by constant thoughtfulness, and the placing of a * 
5 restraint upon the ordinary impulses of his nature. 


Let us perform our duty with energy, diligence and spirit. And let our 


whole course be tempered with that heavenly wisdom that will enable us to 
tread i in the paths of safety and salvation. 


Prayer will take us de Wate off sinning, or sinning will wishes us inte off praying 


‘ 
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CourTEsies HOuR.— From Brother James Dwyer, bookseller and 
stationer of Salt Lake City, we have received a neat office callendar for 1880, 
and a number of American illustrated periodicals, for which we tender our 

*acknowledgments and thanks. 


Tue FIST Company.—We are receiving a number of letters of inquiry 
respecting the date on which the first company of the approaching emigration 
season will leave Liverpool. To obviate any further apparent necessity for 
communications on that subject, we take the present opportunity of stating 
that the exact date has not yet been definitely decided upon, but so soon as it 
is the fact will be published in the Star. It is probable, however, that the 
time of departure will be in April. . | 9 5 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. — NORwWwICH CONFERENCE. — President 
Henry Walsh informs us, by letter, dated Feb. 5th, that he held two meetings 
in the Old Latter-day Saints’ Chapel, Lowestoft, on the previous Sunday. 
At the close of the evening service four persons signified their desire to be 
baptized. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


PRESIDENT BUDGE AND ELDER COPE | ing of the Saints, where the Spirit of 


IN LONDON—INTERESTING DETAILS 
or THEIR VISIT. . 


London, Feb. 11th, 1880. 

Dear Brother Nicholson, — Since 
writing to you last I have been very 
busy, attending meetings and seeing 
the sights in London. We saw the 
royal procession last Thursday and 
were surprised to see how beautifully 
the weather cleared up from a dull, 
foggy morning, to a bright, sunshiny 
_ afternoon. The crowd was immense 
and quite enthusiastic, and as the 
Queen passed one the route, hats 
were taken off and lusty cheers given. 
The business people would like her 
Majesty: to appear in public oftener 
than she does, as it is considered good 
for trade. | 

We attended meeting at night, in 
Penton Street Hall, when there was a 
tolerably good attendance for a week 
night . 
the London Conference had come in 
from their districts to attend the dis- 
trict meeting, and were present. 
President Budge and several of the 
brethren addressed the meeting brief- 
ly, and we felt that there was far more 
atisfaction in being present in a meet- 


Most of the elders in 


God is manifested, than in seeing the 
pomp and apparent grandeur of royal- 


ty. | 

We visited Woolwich on Friday, 
but, on account of our not being 
British subjects, we could not pro- 
cure a pass in the Arsenal. Presi- 
dent Budge had business with a gov- 
ernment official, who asked if we 
wished to go through the works, and 
a gentleman present volunteered to 
give us a card. It was already made 
out, and just as it was being handed 
the question was ask Are you 
British subjects?” We replied, No; 
and the the card was immediately 
torn up. The official regretted that 
he could not help us, but said his 
instructions were as strict as our sense 
of probity. Passes can be procured 
at the War Office for foreign subjects, 
but cannot be issued at Woolwich 
only to her Majesty's subjects. 
We visited Westminister on our 
return to London, and as Parliament 
was in session we got a pass to the 
stranger 's gallery. The hall in which 
the Commons meet is not very large, 


but is beautifully decorated with 
carved wood-work and stained-glass 


roof and windows. It appears to be 


‘ 
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r at night through the stained- 
lass roof and in such 4 manner that 
ou can scarcely discern erence 

tween, the natural and artificial 


| 
I was surprised to see some of the 
members sitting in their places with 
on while business was being 


We heard part of the | 


debate on the “Irish distress,” and 
were able to form some idea of the 
parliamentary speeches. They were 
not the marvels of eloquence and 
fluency I expected to hear from such 
experienced representative men, and 
indeed the extempore speeches of some 
of our elders would compare co! | 
favorably with the best we hear 
There was one striking peculiarity, 
however, about all of the s ers 
whom we heard, and that was the care 
with which they spoke. Rather than 
give utterance even to a wrong word 
ey would hesitate and stammer 
until they got the one they wanted ; 
-hence their arguments appear better 
in print, than they are pleasant to 


ear. 

We attended three excellent meet- 
ings on Sunday, which were well filled 
with Saints and strangers, excepting 
the morning meeting, which was at- 
tended by the priesthood only. This 
was the most important of the three 
meetings, and the ings and in- 
structions of President Budge and the 
brethren who spoke were appropriate 
and interesting. e afternoon meet- 
ing was held in the Whitechapel Hall. 
The evening meeting at the North 
London Branch was crowded with 
Saints and strangers, and all seemed 


to enjoy the good Spirit which was 


present. The Saints seemed quite 
_ reluctant to leave after meeting was 
dismissed. _ 

We shall attend meeting to- night at 
Whitechapel and to-morrow night at 
Penton Street Hall, which will con- 
clude my very pleasant stay in Lon- 


don. I have enjoyed my visit and the 
associations of the elders and the 
Saints in the London Conference, 
very much indeed. 

resident Budge is well and joins 
me in love to yourself and the brethren 
in the Office. | 

Your Brother in the Gospel, 
Francis Cope. 
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FREE GIFT TO A PUBLIC LIBRARY — 
THE GIFT OF TONGUES—TRACT DIS- 
TRIBUTION--REMARKS ON THE TRUE 
GOSPEL RESTORED. 


Newcastle-on-Tyn 

Feb. 1880. 

President Wm. Budge. 
Dear Brother, I enclose a letter of 
acceptance, by the Stockton Free 
Library Committee, of an offer to 
furnish the public, free of cost, with 
the standard works of the Church of 
Jesus Christ, made by the Saints of 
the Stockton Branch. When we con- 
sider the poverty of our people, 
through the long depression in trade 
in that vicinity, this generous offer 
speaks well for the life and zeal of 
our brethren in the priesthood. 
There is a general disposition in all 
the branches in this conference to dis- 
seminate the written word, by distri- 
buting our latest published tracts. 
The Murton Branch have placed their 
tracts in a very neat and attractive 
cover, giving directions as to time and 
place of meetings; also Scriptural 
quotations, appealing to man’s reason, 
which, as a rule, is entirely ignored by 
the so-called Chris tian world, upon 
religious subjects. The blind and un- 
scriptural 88 of “Only Believe,” 
prevails everywhere, as a necessary 
refuge for their lack of authority and 
evidence of the true Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, one of which evidences J wit- 
nessed on Tuesday, the 3rd inst, whilst 
visiting at the house of a kind friend, 
at Hebburn-on-Tyne, who is furnish- 
ing a home for an aged widowed sis- 
ter, his mother-in-iaw, an early mem- 
ber of the Church, who had the gift 
of tongues. The latter is one of those 
strange people who believe in the 
Scriptures, and in the authority of the 
holy priesthood being restored to the 
earth. Being in feeble health, she 
requested me to administer to her. 
I performed the ordinance as instruct- 
ed by the Apostle James (v, 14). The 
result was the re-kindling of the old 


fire, and the aged woman broke forth 


into “singing and praising God in (to 
me) an unknown — Nothing 
very strange to believers in the pro- 
mises of Jesus Christ (Mark xvi, 17); 
or in their realization, Acts ii, 4; x, 
46; xix,6 but very strange in this 


Ae 
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age of boasted light, when ministers 
i without the 


only have the letter, 


We area — — people, in daring 
to believe the Gospel and its effects 
being precisely the same as at the 
first, the everlasting Gospel.“ 
uch prejudice is being removed 
and a spirit of inquiry engendere 
with pleasing results at most of our 
meetin any strangers ming 
to see hear further of this“ strange 
sect,” who cannot be induced to preach 
and practise any but the literal and 
antiquated ordinances and faith once 
delivered to the Saints, as recorded in 
the Bible, which modern advance in 
apostacy (by those.who profess to re- 
vere that sacred volume) has declared 
fallable. Without even the pretention 
to revelation from heaven, they have 
put forth their hand to steady the 
ark, by revising and bringing the 
. Scriptures more into conformity with 
modern ideas and modes of expression. 
It is a book they do not understand, 
not having put themselves in harmony 
with its teachings. “ Knowing this 
first, that no prophecy of the Scripture 
is of any private interpretation ; for 
the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy 
host” (2 Peter i, 20, 21). The 
Latter-day Saints are fortunate in 
having that power in their midst, 
through the restoration of the ever- 
lasting Gospel in this dispensation, 
the power of which is incontrovertable 
and cannot be hid from the the world, 
in its external evidences. The spirit- 
ual assurance, absolutely necessary to 
salvation, can only be obtained by 
precisely the same mode to-day, as 
when Christ declared it; he that doeth 
the will “shall know of the doctrine,” 
and without compliance with that 
will, neither peer nor peasant can see 
the kingdom of God (John iii, 3). 
Revising committees may modernize 
the text, and soften the sounds, and 
pulpit sophists may lull their confid- 
ing dupes into spiritual torpor, or ex- 
cite them with the wild romance of 
sudden conversion, but they cannot 
annul the irrevocable decree of the 
Author of life and salvation : “ Veri- 
ly, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
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man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God” (John iii, 5). They, not 
having the necessary authority to ad- 
minister that ordinance, are in a dil- 
emma. We therefore must be kind 
and patient, and strive to convert 
them to the true faith, as expounded 
by Christ and his apostles ; and which, 
with the same organization and power 
to bless, is upon the earth in this 
last dispensation of the fulness of 
times, restored in God’s own way, 
through his chosen and fitted instru- 
ment, the Prophet Joseph Smith. 
Elder C. I. French is taking a re- 
spite from his labors in the Middles- 
brough district, necessitated by strict 
attention to duty and over anxious 
study. I believe a little relaxation 
from labor will fit him for renewed 
diligence in the pursuit of the yews 
of all his actions—to have it said of 
him, Well done, good and faithful 
servant.” 
Elder Peter Reid will visit Elder 
French’s district, where he is sure of 
a hearty reception from the Saints. 
Elder George Watson will visit El- 
der Reid’s district, his experience and 
fatherly counsels make him a welcome 
visitor everywhere. 
As for myself, I am exceedingly 
happy in my labors, and look upon 
the past year as the — and most 
8 table of my past life, as it has 
en devoted to the service of the 


rd. 
Your Brother in the Gospel, 
Gro. CRANE. 


[The following is the letter of accept- 
ance referred to by President 
Crane :] ie | 


Stockton-on-Tees 
Free Public Library, 
Jan. 26th, 1880. 
Sir,—I am instructed, by the Free 
Library Committee, to inform Pm 
that they accept the offer contained in 
yours of the 6th. I shall be glad to 
receive the books at the library, Wel- 


lington Street, at your convenience. 


Yours respectfully, 
Txos. F. Wionr, 


Librarian. 
Geo. T. Mitchell. 8 
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MINUTES OF THE WELSH CONFERENCE, 
HELD IN THE “OROSS KEYS,” MERTHYR TYDFIL, FEBRUARY IST, 1880. 


| Elders present from Utah, Wm. 


Budge, President of the European 
Mission ; Francis im from the 
Liv 1 Office; John G. Jones, 


President of, and J. R. Matthews, 
Evan Wride, David Bowen, Enoch 
Lewis and Chas. W. Hulse, traveling 
elders in the Welsh Conference. 
11 a.m. 
Singing. Prayer by Elder Wride. 


inging. 

President Jones expressed the grati- 
fication he felt in meeting the Saints 
from the various branches of the Con- 
ference. We had assembled this 
-morning to be taught our duties more 
fully, to be enco in the good 
work of truth, and to hear the various 
reports of our = during the 
past half-year. He called upon the 
presidents of branches to report the 
condition of the work under their 


on. 
The following branches were repre- 
sented : Tredegar and Ebbw Vale, 1 
enry Greenland; Colly, Wm. E. 
wis; Cwm-bach, Edward Morgan; 
Abersychan, Daniel Roach; Ponty- 
ridd, John Hughes; Rhymney, Jas. 
— The reports were good and 
p ts favorable. Representatives 

not being present from the remainin 

branches, President Jones reporte 
their condition in connection with 
that of the whole conference, which he 
described as satisfactory and prosper- 
ous, with encouraging prospects for 

the future. 

The financial and statistical reports 
were then read. The latter showed 
18 branches, 113 elders, 19 priests, 12 
teachers, 25 deacons, 388 members ; 
total officers and members, 557. Bap- 
tized since last conference, held June 
22nd, 1879, 60; emigrated, 32; ex- 


communicated, 12; died, 5. 
The General Authorities of the 
Church, as organized in Zion and sus- 


tained at the General Conference 
held last October, were presented and 
unanimously sustained. Also Wm. 
Budge, as President of the European 
Mission. John G. Jones was sustain- 


ed as president of, and J. R. Matthews, 
Evan Wride, David Bowen, Enoch 
Lewis and Chas. W. Hulse, as travel- 
ing elders in the Welsh Cohference. 
The presidents of branches and dis- 
tricts, and local priesthood generally, 
were unitedly sustained. 

President Budge addressed the con- 

tion. He was gratified to meet 

the Saints of Wales once more, in 
conference. It brought many pleasant 
reflections to his mind of times long 
since past, and associations which he 
had enjoyed among the Saints of 
Cambria. He was pleased to hear the 
excellent reports by the presidents of 
the various branches, as well as to 
understand the feelings that existed 
among the people generally, and the 
unanimity of interest manifested b 
the Saints toward each other. 8 
always had pleasure in listening to 
any report or statement that conveyed. 
correct information of the feelings of 
the Saints. He spoke of the financial 
condition of the Conference, explainin 
the receipts and disbursements of a 
monies, etc., and exp his un- 
qualified approval of the economical 
manner in which the finances 
been managed. Among other laws 
the Almighty had revealed unto his 
servants in this generation, was that 
of tithing. He wished to impress 
upon the minds of the Saints the ne- 
cessity of complying with it. Iflived 
up to and properly carried out it will 
result in a blessing to us; as much so 
as any other princlple or command- 
ment ever revealed in the Gospel. 
Our religion does not consist solel 
of spiritual teachings, but of . 
duties also, which are essential to a 
full salvation. In conclusion he urged 
the Saints to live their religion and 
be honest, sober, and possessi ng moral 
integrity, full of the Holy Ghost, of 
faith and good works, which were 
requisite to enhance the interests of 
the Church of God upon the earth. 
Benediction by Elder 

pa 


